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flood damage reduction, hurricane and storm 
damage reduction, and ecosystem restora-
tion in the coastal areas of Texas that are 
identified in the interim report due to be 
published in 2018 that describes the ten-
tatively selected plan developed in accord-
ance with section 4091 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2007 (121 Stat. 
1187). 
SEC. 3. PUBLIC SAFETY EXCEPTIONS UNDER 

COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES ACT. 
Section 5(a)(3) of the Coastal Barrier Re-

sources Act (16 U.S.C. 3504(a)(3)) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘, T-02A, T-03A, T-04 through T- 
07, T-11,’’ after ‘‘S08’’. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 2860. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow first re-
sponders to continue to exclude serv-
ice-connected disability pension pay-
ments after reaching the age of retire-
ment; to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2860 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Putting 
First-Responders First Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CONTINUED EXCLUSION OF FIRST RE-

SPONDER SERVICE-CONNECTED DIS-
ABILITY PAYMENTS AFTER AGE OF 
RETIREMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 104 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by re-
designating subsection (d) as subsection (e) 
and by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(d) SPECIAL RULE FOR FIRST RESPONDER 
SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY PAYMENTS 
AFTER AGE OF RETIREMENT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an indi-
vidual who receives a service-connected dis-
ability excludible amount, gross income 
shall not include such amount of any retire-
ment pension or annuity which— 

‘‘(A) is received by such individual with re-
spect to the service to which the service-con-
nected disability excludible amount relates, 

‘‘(B) is determined by reference to the indi-
vidual’s age, length of service, or contribu-
tions, and 

‘‘(C) does not exceed the service-connected 
disability excludable amount (determined on 
an annualized basis under such regulations 
or other guidance as the Secretary may pre-
scribe). 

‘‘(2) SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY EX-
CLUDIBLE AMOUNT.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘service-connected dis-
ability excludible amount’ means an amount 
received by an individual which ceases upon 
reaching retirement age and is not includible 
in gross income under subsection (a)(1) by 
reason of a service-connected disability as a 
law enforcement officer (as such term is de-
fined in section 1204 of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968), an em-
ployee in fire protection activities (as such 
term is defined in section 3(y) of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938), or an indi-
vidual who provides out-of-hospital emer-
gency medical care (including emergency 
medical technician, paramedic, or first-re-
sponder).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 

years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 511—HON-
ORING LAS DAMAS DE BLANCO 
AS THE RECIPIENT OF THE 2018 
MILTON FRIEDMAN PRIZE FOR 
ADVANCING LIBERTY 

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. NELSON, and Mr. CRUZ) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 511 

Whereas Las Damas de Blanco (also known 
as the ‘‘Ladies in White’’) is a group com-
posed of wives and female relatives of im-
prisoned political prisoners, prisoners of con-
science, and peaceful dissidents in Cuba; 

Whereas, in April 2003, during the wave of 
repression known as the ‘‘Black Spring’’, a 
group of strong and courageous women 
formed Las Damas de Blanco in response to 
the wrongful imprisonment of their family 
members by the Cuban regime; 

Whereas, since the inception of the group, 
the members of Las Damas de Blanco have 
attended Sunday mass in the Church of 
Santa Rita in Havana, Cuba, and then 
marched peacefully through the streets of 
Havana holding photos of their jailed rel-
atives and white gladioluses; 

Whereas members of Las Damas de Blanco 
regularly march to advocate for the release 
of all political prisoners and the freedom of 
the Cuban people from Cuba’s repressive re-
gime; 

Whereas, despite leading peaceful protests, 
members of Las Damas de Blanco are regu-
larly attacked by Cuban regime security 
forces and prevented from exercising their 
fundamental rights of the freedoms of ex-
pression and assembly; 

Whereas, according to Amnesty Inter-
national— 

(1) Las Damas de Blanco ‘‘remain[s] one of 
the primary targets of repression by Cuban 
[G]overnment authorities’’; and 

(2) members of Las Damas de Blanco are 
frequently detained and ‘‘often beaten by law 
enforcement officials and state security 
agents dressed as civilians’’ while in deten-
tion; 

Whereas, according to the Human Rights 
Watch 2018 World Report, ‘‘detention is often 
used preemptively to prevent people from 
participating in peaceful marches or meet-
ings to discuss politics, and detainees are 
often beaten, threatened, and held incommu-
nicado for hours or days’’; 

Whereas the Human Rights Watch 2018 
World Report noted that, ‘‘Cuban Police or 
state security agents continue to routinely 
harass, rough up, and detain members of Las 
Damas de Blanco before or after they attend 
Sunday mass’’; 

Whereas, in 2005, Las Damas de Blanco was 
selected to receive the Sakharov Prize for 
Freedom of Thought, but the Cuban regime 
did not allow the members of the group to 
leave the island to accept the award; 

Whereas Laura Inés Pollán Toledo, the 
founder of Las Damas de Blanco, left a leg-
acy of a peaceful protest against human and 
civil rights abuses in Cuba; 

Whereas Laura Inés Pollán Toledo died on 
October 14, 2011, and while her death gar-
nered widespread international attention, 
the Cuban regime remained silent; 

Whereas, according to Freedom House, in 
December 2013, Las Damas de Blanco ‘‘took 

to the streets to demonstrate against human 
rights abuses on International Human 
Rights Day, but were detained before the 
protest could begin’’; 

Whereas, in February 2015, 30 members of 
Las Damas de Blanco were arrested in an at-
tempt by Cuban officials to bar the women 
from participating in the #TodosMarchamos 
march, which sought to advocate for the 
freedom of political prisoners in Cuba; 

Whereas, on March 20, 2016, a few hours be-
fore President Barack Obama landed in Cuba 
for his first visit to the communist country, 
Cuban authorities arrested more than 50 dis-
sidents protesting the deteriorating state of 
human rights in Cuba and directly targeted 
Las Damas de Blanco; 

Whereas, while Raul Castro is no longer 
the head of state of Cuba, grave human 
rights abuses continue under the newly se-
lected President of Cuba, Miguel Dı́az-Canel; 

Whereas Las Damas de Blanco has ap-
pealed to the United States and other foreign 
governments in order to bring international 
attention to the repression of dissent by the 
Cuban regime and the plight of political pris-
oners, who are routinely jailed unjustly and 
without due process; 

Whereas, on May 17, 2018, Las Damas de 
Blanco will receive the prestigious 2018 Mil-
ton Friedman Prize for Advancing Liberty 
for the bravery of the group and the con-
tinuing efforts of the group to fight for indi-
vidual freedom in Cuba; 

Whereas the Milton Friedman Prize for Ad-
vancing Liberty acknowledges those who 
have advocated and contributed to advancing 
human liberty; and 

Whereas Berta de los Ángeles Soler 
Fernández and Leticia Ramos Herrerı́a, 
members of Las Damas de Blanco, have been 
prohibited by the government of Dı́az-Canel 
from leaving Cuba to accept the 2018 Milton 
Friedman Prize for Advancing Liberty in the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates Las Damas de Blanco on 

receiving the prestigious 2018 Milton Fried-
man Prize for Advancing Liberty; 

(2) honors the members of Las Damas de 
Blanco for their courageous efforts to stand 
up to the Cuban regime and defend human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, as ex-
pressed in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; 

(3) recognizes all of the valiant leaders of 
Las Damas de Blanco, including those mem-
bers who died before being able to see a free 
Cuba; 

(4) expresses solidarity and commitment to 
the democratic aspirations of the Cuban peo-
ple; and 

(5) calls on the Cuban regime to allow 
members of Las Damas de Blanco to travel 
freely both domestically and 
internationally. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 512—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 13 
THROUGH MAY 19, 2018, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL POLICE WEEK’’ 

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. KING, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. TOOMEY, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. MORAN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. COONS, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. 
NELSON, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. MANCHIN, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. JOHNSON, Ms. BALDWIN, 
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